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World War II Memoir Wins Gold, Silver Awards

at National Book Expo

“Franca's Story: Survival in World War II Italy” won the Publishers Marketing Association’s Benjamin Franklin gold award for best interior design of a book using 1-2 colors.  Seattle designers Peggy Zafarana and Lautaro Gabriel Gonda worked with author Diane Kinman on the book, published by Wimer Publishing Company of Mercer Island, WA.  

The book also received ForeWord Magazine’s Silver Award:  2005 Book of the Year for Autobiography/Memoir.  Kinman's debut memoir is based on the true story of her friend, Mercer Island artist Franca Mercati Martin, who helped her family and 300 elderly citizens live through the trauma of WWII in northern Italy.  It provides a window into a fascinating time and an intriguing family determined to survive amidst increasing devastation and loss.   
Librarians and booksellers across the U.S. selected ForeWord’s winners from 1,500 entries and 613 finalists. “The books were all wonderful,” said librarian Angela O’Kane. “It was hard to narrow it down.” Entries were judged on criteria including originality, writing and production quality, and patron/customer interest in the subject matter.

Award announcements were made during ceremonies at the Book Expo of America held May 18-21, 2006, at the Washington, D.C., Convention Center.  Book Expo of America is the largest trade show for the book industry in the U.S. 
About the Publishers Marketing Association (PMA) awards:  “Named in honor of America's most cherished publisher/printer, the Benjamin Franklin Awards™ recognizes excellence in independent publishing. Publications, grouped by genre, are judged on editorial and design merit by top practitioners in each field. The trophies are awarded to the best books in several categories and are presented to the publishers during a gala awards ceremony on the last evening of the Publishing University (just before the opening of Book Expo America). All entrants receive critique sheets with advice on how to improve their publications, as well as words of appreciation for the good work produced.”
About ForeWord Magazine: ForeWord Magazine is a trade journal published six times a year with the tagline “Reviews of Good Books Independently Published.”  The magazine is distributed primarily to librarians and booksellers to familiarize them with upcoming books from small, independent, and university presses, as well as self-published books.  The average issue of ForeWord Magazine reaches an audience of 20,000 readers.  For more information, please visit ForeWord Magazine at http://www.forewordmagazine.com.
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Kirkus:  “Inspiring tale of quiet heroism, enjoyable journey for lovers of Italy.”








