
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
“...your writing has caught absolutely the 
flavour of real Italian life, and a real person's 
life story, so that one absolutely believes in, and 
trusts, the authenticity of what you are saying. 
... so many biographies try to read like fiction, 
and as a result end up sounding contrived and 
untrue. Your great skill is to let the story tell 
itself, and not to let any authorial tricks or ego 
get in the way.  Franca herself comes across as a 
wonderful character— absolutely indomitable, 
but also completely of her time and place.” 
—Anthony Capella, author, The Food of Love and 
The Wedding Officer 
 
“By reading this book, I learned more than I 
ever knew about conditions in Italy during the 
war.  ...The book contains numerous 
illustrations of Franca’s art.  All in all, a great 
read and an educational one.” 
—Frank Travisano, teacher, excerpt from book 
review in Sons of Italy national magazine, fall 2006 
 
“This true story of wartime Italy will touch the 
very deepest part of your heart.  ...Franca’s 
courage rings through this entire book. Her 
memories will become yours, enriching and 
uplifting your life.” 
—Peggy King Anderson, author of  
THE FALL OF THE RED STAR 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
Order from:  Baker & Taylor, 

Partners/West, and QBI. 
*     *     *     *     * 

ISBN 0-9763929-0-9 
204 pages, 30 illustrations 

6”x9” 
$26.95  ($33.50 CAN) 

Publication date: 9/05 
www.wimerpublishing.com 

13301 SE 79th Place, B-105 
Newcastle, WA 98059 

425-235-1285 
info@wimerpublishing.com 

 

Kirkus:    
       “An inspiring tale of quiet heroism during wartime.  In an Author’s 
Note, first-time biographer Kinman begins the story of her neighbor 
with the assertion that “writing a memoir means:  what happened 
happened, there is no fantasy in reality.”  However, what results here is a 
real story, as she seamlessly relates Franca’s experiences in war-torn 
northern Italy during the years 1937-45.  ...Ample yet unassuming, and 
illustrated with period photos and evocative paintings by Franca, this 
touching memoir is an enjoyable journey for lovers of Italy and those 

•  Authors are available for events with two weeks’ notice.  
•  Postcards are available. 

•  Readers’ Guides available for book clubs. 
•  Franca and Diane thoroughly enjoy  

School Presentations, 7-12 grades. 

This award-winning memoir of life in wartime Italy provides a window into a  
fascinating time and an intriguing family determined to survive  

amidst increasing devastation and loss.  Rich, compelling  
details are told through the eyes of a teenager and accompanied by 

warmhearted, powerful sepia images of Franca's art,  
which introduce each chapter.

 


