Mercer Island Reporter, October 5, 2005

Books signed and launched

In July, Lifestyle editor Lynn Porter wrote about the publication of Franca’s Story in these pages.  Written by Islander Diane Kinman, the book tells the true story of another Islander, Franca Mercati Martin.  Known and loved by many on the Island, Martin, at 79, is a talented artist with a rich history.  


If you missed the celebratory publishing event at Island Books in July, you’ll have another chance to meet Martin and Kinman.  They’ll be signing books from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 8, at Island Books.  


“Franca’s Story” is subtitled “Survival in World War II Italy.”  The events chronicled in the book span the years 1937-1945.  Kinman proves a competent scribe whose writing gets better and better as Franca’s charming and compelling personal history unfolds.  


Born the youngest of seven children to a wealthy, aristocratic Italian family, Franca sees her life turned upside down when one brother is killed in the war, another is captured and yet another is wounded.  Forced to flee their home in Florence, Franca and her family settle in their summer home on the coast, only to have it destroyed by bombs.  By the end of the war, Franca is dodging Nazis and scavenging for food.  


The book, self-published by Kinman, is filled with wonderful artwork by Martin, and with some photographs of places that pepper the tale.  All of the drawings and photographs are in sepia, giving the book an appropriate vintage feel.  

